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“Tron Curtain” Thesis 





High Schools Do It Better 


To the Editors: 

. Congratulations to you and to Dr. 
John H. Marion, Jr., for the fine article 
in your August 18 issue, “Iron Curtain 
Around the Campus.” This article ex- 
presses thoughts I have had for a long 
time, and I think it deserves the widest 
circulation, . . . It is a notable fact in 
my mind that the high schools, by and 
large, are doing a better job along the 
lines Dr. Marion suggests than are most 
of the colleges. an 

STEWART BELL, JR. 

Winchester, Va. 


Sleepy Students 


To the Editors: 

Dr. Marion’s excellent article disturbs 
the “polished” 1947 graduate. Gratefully 
I respond to THE OUTLOOK’S probe into 
college programs. 

It seems to me that the greatest chal- 
lenge lies wish the students to remove 
“the curtains” from the classroom. They 
must demand lively, up-to-date class dis- 


cussions instead of stale lectures read 
from last decade’s notes. In preparing 
himself for an intelligent discussion, the 


student would surprise the professor with 
new channels of approach. Present-day 
problems can be considered in juxtaposi- 
tion with those of the past; and the best 
thought of the ages must be used in their 
solution. Chancellor Hutchins stated that 
the rising generation needs “principles to 
nnd its way through the maze of tomor- 
row.” Unless we see today’s problems 
clearly, the “tangled tomorrow” will en- 
gulf our “polished, private intellect.” The 
“jron curtain” of classroom indifference 
must be removed at the expense of sleepy 
students. 
KATHLEEN BUCHANAN. 

Huntington, W. Va. 


Seminaries Discussed 


To the Editors: 

Dr. Marion’s “iron curtain” challenge 
was sorely needed. It cannot be escaped 
by our Southern Presbyterian colleges and 
seminaries. 

I am a graduate of one of the leading 
church colleges, and know from campus 
and class experience that trustees and 
the “old guard” among the faculty of this 
institution effectively (though uninten- 
tionally) prevent religion from becoming 
too relevant to vital economic, political, 


and social issues. 

And it should not escape notice that 
this lethargy is also carried over into 
our seminaries. I passed them by to go 
to Yale Divinity School for reasons too 
substantial to be ignored. 

At Yale I am still a Presbyterian—but 
I am also part of a student group repre- 
senting 37 denominations, and the white, 
black, and yellow races. We are of mixed 
backgrounds, but of a single Christian 
purpose. 

The following courses partially indicate 
the range of thought and action we have 
found: The Church and the Family, Per- 
sonality and Religious Experience, Chris- 
tian Political Ethics, Social Ethics, The 
Church and Race, The Church and Labor, 
Contemporary Social Movements (last 
year’s study was on communism); also 
an extensive series of practical pastoral 
courses, such as Public Speaking, Art of 
Preaching, Care of the Parish, Work with 
Individuals, and psychiatric seminars. 

By and large, these courses are far 
beyond the perspective of the southern 
seminaries, 

And may no one protest that our cur- 
riculum leaves out the Bible. My first 
year gave me the finest Biblical orienta- 


tion, in both content and interpretation, 
I believe is obtainable amywhere. Our 
study was definitely Bible-centered. But 


we also have courses and men and move- 
ments (such as the Religion and Labor 
Foundation) which show the relevance of 
the Bible and Christianity to the crucial 
issues of our time. 

May southern students catch the vision, 
and demand a Christianity let loose into 
society through our colleges and semi- 
naries. 

WILLIAM R. SENGEL, 
Student, Yale Divinity School. 
Summer Supply Pastor, 
Alma (Ark.) Church, 


Westminster’s Freedom 


To the Editors: 


Since it was at Westminster that the 


term “iron curtain” was used for the first. 


time (in March, 1946, by Mr, Winston 
Churchill, in referring to the Stettin- 
Trieste Line) I am aroused to say a word 
about the discussion of world affairs on 
our campus. 

In recent years we have had as visiting 
speakers Count Carlo Sforza, Samuel Guy 
Inman, Paul McNutt, Dr. T. V. Smith, and 
a half-dozen others, political and reli- 





gently informed. 


The Presbyterian Outlook, 





Special---For College Students 


Outstanding Presbyterian young people who will take places of leader- 
ship in the church want to keep up with what is happening week by week. 
Send them THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to help keep them intelli- 


403 E. Franklin St., Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK from Suptnguber 
through May to the following college student(s) : 


(Enclosed $2.50 each.) 








THE 
under the act of March 3, 1879. 
Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 


PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered 
Telephone 2-9492. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


gious leaders of world-wide prominence 
for all of whom there have been animateg 
and overflow audiences. 

Our students will agree that they hays 
always enjoyed a free and full discus. 
sion of social problems in all such meet. 
ings and in the classrooms. 

DONALD B. GORDON, 
Registrar. 
Westminster College, 
Fulton, Mo. 


By Plane, Train and Camel Back 


To the Editors: 
send 85 copies of your Going-to- 
College Handbook as soon as possible, 
WM. B. OGLESBY, JR. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
75 copies. We would like to have 
thene by September 4 as we are having a 
banquet for our college students and 
would like to present them at that time. 
CHALMERS U. HATCH. 
First Church, Shreveport, La. 





a 75 copies. We plan to use them 
at our “Going-to-College” service Sep- 
tember 7. 

JAMES S. ALBERTSON. 
Bethesda, Md. 


- 20 copies. 
BETTY HUNTER. 
Purity Church, Chester, S. C. 
- + . 40 copies. 
JAMES B. TUBBS. 
First Church, Florence, S. C. 





- . + Several weeks ago I ordered 50 
copies; please send by return mail 30 
more as we wish to give them to our 
young people. . . 

DOROTHY BLACKSHEAR. 
First Church, Atlanta, Ga. 


. 40 copies. 
MARTHA MAJOR. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


100 copies. 
MARGARET WYATT. 
First Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


“28 


70 copies. 
MARGARET G. CALDWELL, 
Highland Church, Louisville, Ky. 


75 copies. 
CHAS. G. BRUCE. 


Danville, Ky. 


WESTERN UNION 
PLEASE SEND 40 COPIES. ... 
CHRISTINE WHITE. 
Rock Hill, §. C. 


PLEASE AIR MAIL IMMEDIATELY 30 
COPIES. . « -« 
CENTRAL CHURCH. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 





IT IS NOT TOO LATE— 

—if you order promptly you can 
still get for you church’s young peo- 
ple copies of this year’s 

GOING-TO-COLLEGE 
HANDBOOK 
fl e ° 
One to nine copies, 15¢ each; ten 


or more CASH WITH ORDER, 10¢ 
each. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
403 E. Franklin St. Richmond 19, Va. 


as second class matter, June 15,1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of theSouth, Inc., Room 307, 403 East Franklin 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Teacher’s Union Opposes Federal 
Aid to Benefit Private Schools 


Also Reject Recommendation Calling for Federal Funds for 


Transportation; Approve Welfare Services in All Schools 


Boston 
cational reconstruction, 


(RNS).—Adopting a recommendation of its commission on edu- 
the American Federation of Teachers, 


AFofL, voted 


at their convention here that Federal appropriations to aid education be limited 


to public schools. 


The convention also voted in favor of the use of public funds to provide 


welfare services for children in all 


schools, both public and private. 
Rejecting a recommendation that 
Federal funds be used for the transpor- 
tation of children to and from non- 
public schools, the Federation gave its 
approval to a subsidy to be adminis- 


tered through local public welfare 
agencies, which would enable needy 
pupils, especially on the secondary 


school level, to continue in school. 


Roman Catholic Objection 


Federation Local 2 of New York City 
was blamed by William E. McManus, 
assistant director of the department of 
education of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, Washington, D. C., an 
observer at the convention, for the de- 
feat of the transportation measure. 


Father McManus said that the local 
was apparently vitally interested in all 
minority groups except children who at- 
tended parochial schools. 

Mrs. Rebecca Simonson, president of 
the New York local, declared that 
Father McManus’ charge was unwar- 
ranted in the light of the fact that all 
members of the local—Catholics, Prot- 
estants and Jews-—voted solidly for 
services except transportation for all 
children, 


The Federation, in adopting the rec- 
ommendation to limit the use of Fed- 
eral funds to aid education in the public 
schools, held that education was pri- 
marily a state responsibility and its 
operation and management must be ex- 
plicitly reserved to the states. 

Rights of parents, for religious or 
other reasons, to send their children to 


acceptable and adequate non-public 
schools, were recognized by the 
teachers. 


“This recognition of non-public 
schools,’”’ they said, “carries no obliga- 
tion for government to provide funds to 
maintain them; nor does it free govern- 





ment from the responsibility of main- 
taining the welfare of children who are 
enrolled in such schools on the same 
level as that of all other children.” 


Orthodox Presbyterians Report 
Membership Now Totaling 5,693 


Philadelphia, (RNS)—Communicant 
membership in the Orthodox Presby- 
terian Church last year increased from 
5,617 to 5,693; total membership, from 
7,443 to 7,572; Sunday school, from 6,- 
650 to 7,049, according to an announce- 
ment made here by Robert S. Marsden, 
general secretary of the denomination’s 
committee on home missions and church 
extension. 

Church contributions for general pur- 
poses amounted to $248,000; benevo- 
lences, $71,000. 


Alexander McKelway 
Is Appointed VA 
Chief of Chaplains 


Southern Presbyterian Minister 
Heads Unit in Veterans’ Service 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Chaplain 
A. J. McKelway, a Naval Air Force vet- 
eran of both World Wars, has been ap- 
pointed chief of the Veterans Adminis- 
tration Chaplaincy Service, it was an- 
nounced here. 

During World War I, he saw service 
in the Canal Zone and as a test pilot. 
Chaplain McKelway was the first chap- 
lain to be appointed to the Naval Avia- 
tion Pre-Flight School at Iowa City, Ia., 
after the start of World War II. He 
later served aboard the U. S. S. Essex 
in the Pacific where he earned eight 
battle stars and a Presidential unit cita- 
tion. 

He ended his service at the Great 
Lakes Training Center as assistant to 
the District Chaplain of the Ninth Naval 
District and reverted to inactive duty in 
December, 1945, with the rank of com- 
mander., 

Ordained in 1926 in the Presbyterian 
Church, US, (Southern), Chaplain Mc- 
Kelway held three pastorates in North 
Carolina before entering the chaplaincy. 


Greenville “‘F indings” Reported 


McCallie-Dendy-Glasgow Committee Sends Statement to Textile Men 


Following the recent meeting of tex- 
tile manufacturers in Greenville, S. C. 
(OUTLOOK, Aug. 25) a committee was 
named to draw up certain findings of 
that meeting for the signature of these 
who attended. Tom Glasgow, who had 
been asked by Wm. P. Jacobs, to preside 
over the meeting, was named to the 
committee, as was Henry B. Dendy, who 
had been requested by Mr. Glasgow to 
serve as secretary. Third member was 
J. P. McCallie, a member of the team of 
speakers which attacked the Council in 
the meeting. No_ industrialist 
named to this committee. 

The statement sent out to those who 
attended the meeting over the signa- 
tures of Messrs. Glasgow, Dendy and 
McCallie in the form of “suggested find- 
ings’’ concludes with a declaration of 
“the sense of this meeting,’’ that “for 


was 


the cause of peace and harmony within 
our beloved church; and for the ad- 
vancement of the cause of a true gospel 
and a clear and authoritative scriptural 
message to a lost world... (A) That 
we urge the withdrawal of the Presby- 
terian Church, US, from membership in 
the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America;, and (B) That in- 
dividually and collectively we pledge 
our efforts to expose the true record and 
activities of the Federal Council and 
urge the ministers and laymen of our 
respective presbyteries to request the 
coming General Assembly to withdraw 
from the Federal Council and to elect 


commissioners who will vote to that 
end.” 
Seven preliminary ‘findings’ are 


listed in the statement, including an ex- 
pression of “appreciation to Dr. Wm. 








4 


Jacobs for 
vening the 
mittee said: 


thoughtfulness in 
Then 


his con- 


meeting.”’ the com- 


“We declare our 
leadership of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America has 
through the years declared doctrinal be- 
liefs and convictions seriously at vari- 
ance with those views held sacred to the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and the 
position of historic Protestantism, 
bringing in question or denying such 
cardinal beliefs as the Virgin Birth, 
Vicarious Atonement, Inspiration of 
Scriptures and similar basic doctrines. 


conviction that the 


“We believe that the social views of 
the Federal Council, specifically urging 
the elimination of all racial segregation 
is both unwise and improper and is de- 
sired by the best informed and wisest 
members of neither the white nor 
colored races in the Southland. We be- 
lieve all citizens should be equal befora 
the law and that recognition of attain- 
ment and merit should be freely recog- 
nized as rapidly as general conditions 
make possible. We hold, however, that 
the Council’s program, urging the inter- 
mingling ot white and colored young 
people and adults socially and in relig- 
ious conferences cannot successfully be 
effected without far-reaching dangers 
and that any premature program to that 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


end will seriously set back and deter 
the splendid progress being made for a 
better understanding and cooperation 
between the white and colored races. 


Charge “Socialism” 


“We declare our belief and convic- 
tion that the economic views of the Fed- 
eral Council are basically Socialistic 
and, if developed and accomplished as 
now proposed, will destroy the very 
foundations of Free Enterprise and Con- 
stitutional Government. We believe it 
is neither fitting nor proper that an 
agency of the Christian Church should 
lobby for such measures as the F, E. 
P. C., Poll Tax Legislation, Full Em- 
ployment Guaranteed by Government 
and similar controversial measures of 
a secular nature. We earnestly disap- 
prove of the appearance of officers of 


the Federal Council before Congres- 
sional committees as the Council's offi- 
cial records reveal, sponsoring such 


measures and in doing so declaring that 
they “speak for the more than 27,000,- 
000 members of the denominations 
identified with the Council.” 


“We earnestly disapprove of the ac- 
tions of the Council making common 
cause with Labor in economic issues as 
revealed in the official records of the 
Council and indisputable evidence to 
that end. We hoid that both Manage- 
ment and Labor are equally in need of 





The Struggle of the Churches 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





RECENTLY ‘RETURNED from a 
visit to Oslo, Norway, during which 
the Bishop of Oslo, Dr. Eivind Ber- 
ggrav, took a few of us to his little 
mountain cottage where the Nazis held 
him prisoner for three years, because of 
his leadership in defying their rule. 
Bishop has, beside 
the blessed 
gift of humor, delighted us by display- 
ing the various used to 
escape periodically from his prison and 
keep in the leaders of the 
struggle against the Nazis. The methods 
by which he outwitted his guards were 
shrewd and successful. 
The story of his heroism is now past 
history and merged with the 
whole sad chapter of evil and the whole 


Berggrav, who 


courage and staunchness, 
disguises he 


touch with 


becomes 


glorious chapter of resistance to evil 
which constitutes the past decade. But 
this intimate contact with a man who 
led the struggle in Norway and this 
intimate glimpse of the locale of the 
struggle served to remind me that Hit- 


ler had shaken the churches of Europe 
loose from an old error. 
The general tendency of 
Protestantism was to 
do with politics. 
that all 


continental 
have nothing to 


The usual ground was 


political movements were too 
ambiguous morally to justify the 
church's intervention. 
Then Hitler came along and incar- 
nated a political evil so monstrous that 
the church could not be neutral. In 


many countries, particularly in Holland 
and Norway, it was the spearpoint of 
opposition to Hitler and Nazism, though 
in Norway there had never been any 


previous interest in politics. 

The experience has taught the conti- 
nental churches a valuable lesson. They 
now betieve that the church has respon- 
sibilities for the reconstruction of their 
economic and political life, even though 
politics has once more become morally 
ambiguous and there is no clear line 
between good and evil which could serve 
to create complete unity of conviction 
or action in the church. 

At the World Conference of Christian 
Youth the usual between 
American and European Christians were 
not nearly as wide as in previous years. 
Before the war European Christians us- 
ually took the position that the church 
should leave politics alone while Ameri- 
can Christians were very interested in 
politics but expressed that interest in 
terms which regarded as 
sentimental. 

Americans seemed to 


differences 


Europeans 


think that it 
Was an easy matter to apply the Ser- 


mon on the Mount to politics. They 
did not recognize that politics always 
involved power and that where one 
deals with power one cannot act in 
terms of pure love. 

Americans have learned, in other 


words, that all political life is morally 
ambiguous. The Europeans always 
knew that; but they have learned that 
one must act and make political deci- 
sions even though there are very few 
points where one can say: This position 


is wholly good and that position is 


wholly bad. Perhaps both European 
and American Christians are growing 


up. (Copyright, 1947, by RNS.) 
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the pardoning Grace of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and that religious agencies 
such as the Council and the Christian 
Church should seek to. serve both 
Management and Labor alike, leading 
them to a true understanding of the 
Gospel Message, and personal redemp- 
tion through the pardoning love of a 
personal Saviour. We hold that such 
actions as the recent appearance of Dr. 
Cameron Hall, one of the executive 
secretaries of the Federal Council, ap- 
pearing as one of the key speakers at 
a C. I. O. “Organizers Rally’ at Con- 
cord, N. C., is harmful to the cause of 
the Christian Church and to the effec- 
tive declaration of its spiritual mission, 


Want United Front, But— 


“We freely concede the desirability 
of a united front for Protestant denomi- 
nations in the growing conflict with the 
Roman Catholic Church, We _ would 
call to the attention of our Church that 
this disturbing growth of the Catholic 
Church in the United States has been 
greatest while the Federal Council en- 


joyed its largest membership. We be- 
lieve that the departure of Council 
leaders from a belief in a wholly in- 


spired Bible; the departure of Council 
Leaders from a proclaiming of a true 
Gospel; and the devotion by the Council 
of a larger part of its effort and re- 
sources to secular, industrial and politi- 
cal matters, instead of the proclaiming 
of the Gospel message, is the true cause 
of the present growth of Roman Ca- 
tholicism. 


“We hold that our Church is impotent 
to correct these vital defects of the Fed- 
eral Council from within. The condi- 
tions now complained of have existed 
for years. Our protest has been of no 
avail for the purging of the Council. 
The continued membership of our 
Church in the Federal Council is one 
of the greatest hinderances of harmony 
and concord that exists throughout our 
Church.” 

(See editorial pages 8-9.) 


RADIO 








DANIEL P. MecGEACHY, JR. 


The pastor of the Peace Memorial 
church, Clearwater, Fla., will preach on 
the Presbyterian Hour, Sunday, Septem- 
ber 14, at 8:30 A. M. (EST). Dr. Mc- 
Geachy’s subject is ‘‘What the Bible 
Teaches About Man.’’ Next in the series 
will be Russell C. Stroup of Lynchburg, 
Va., September 21, 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


@ IF JESUS CHRIST returned, would be join the Roman Catholic Church or the Protestant? 
If Protestant, would he be a Baptist, Methodist, Episcopalian, Lutheran or Presbyterian? 

If he chose Presbyterianism, would he unite with the Northern church or the Southern? 

Or the United Presbyterian, Associate Reformed, Bible or Orthodox? 


Which Church Would Jesus Join? 


By JOHN A. MacLEAN* 


F JESUS CHRIST were now to return in the flesh, what 

would be his relationship to the church of our day? 

In the nature of things, the Founder and Head of the 
church could not and would not ignore his own Body. If 
he wished to unite with the Christian Church, which de- 
nomination would he choose: Episcopal or Reformed, 
Methodist or Lutheran, Northern Baptist or Southern Bap- 
tist, Wesleyan or Campbellite, Roman Catholic or 
Greek Catholic? If he selected one of these, what would 
he do about the 150 other Christian denominations and 
sects in America? If Presbyterianism made the strongest 
appeal, would he pick the Northern or the Southern branch, 
United or Associate Reformed, Bible or Orthodox? 

This question is asked in all seriousness of purpose, 
simply because it is one way of calling attention to some 
facts about twentieth century Christianity which need to 
be considered. In the days of his flesh, our Lord found 
it necessary to do most of his work outside the church, 
though he regularly attended worship, preached in the 
synagogues, and earnestly sought to purify and reform or- 
ganized Judaism. Would that same tragedy be repeated 
today? 

After a trip around the world, Dr. Paul Hutcheson, editor 
of The Christian Century, reports that there are many evi- 
dences of a spiritual revival, because desperafe men in their 
need are turning to God, but that in most cases, this move- 
ment is happening outside and not inside the church. The 
Bible record clearly indicates that our Lord definitely iden- 
tified himself with the church. To Simon Peter, he de- 
eclared that he would build his church upon the rock of 
his deity, and that the gates of hell should not prevail 
against it. Paul states that Christ ‘‘Loved the church and 
gave himself for it.’”’ Christ’s church is the “Church of 
the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”’ There 
can be no doubt about the fact that Jesus forever joined 
himself to his church, and ‘“‘What God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder.” 


The Church Has Made Christ Known 


_ It would be selfish and dishonest to accept the privileges 
of Christianity without recognizing one’s obligations to 
the church. Every informed person knows that the church 
has a noble and inspiring history; that in every generation 
there have been at least the “faithful few’’ who courage- 
ously carried on and perpetuated the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints. God forbid that, having accepted 
the benefits of church membership, we should be so un- 
grateful as to deny its value or so forgetful as not to re- 
member what we owe to that great organization which has 
preserved God’s word, propagated the truth, and made 
Christ known to us. But for the church, what would we 
know about Bethlehem, Gethsemane and Calvary, of a cru- 
cified, risen and triumphant Savior, or of a heavenly Father 
who loves his children? 


“O where are kings and empires now, 
Of old that went and came? 

But Lord, Thy church is praying yet. 
A thousand years the same!”’ 


“Pastor of the Ginter Park church, Richmond, Va., and 
one of the most stimulating writers and speakers in the 
denomination. Dr. MacLean spoke on this subject recently 
at a joint meeting of Presbyterians, US and USA, in West 
Virginia. 


In Ephesians 5:27, Paul writes ‘‘That he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish.” Fully recognizing the many good points of the 
twentieth century church, its best friends are compelled to 
admit that it is inadequate for the demands upon it; that 
we are lacking in spiritual power to save a lost world, 
and that we have a long way to go before we realize Christ’s 
dream for a holy and glorious church. Already doing a 
tremendous amount of good, there are great undeveloped 
potentialities, and the fulfillment of God’s plan for sav- 
ing men needs the church at its highest and best. 


The Mote and the Beam 


As Protestants, it is easy to point out the faults of Ro- 
man Catholics; as Presbyterians, it is not hard for us to 
see the defects and failures of Baptists, Methodists, Luth- 
erans, or Episcopalians. But, being Southern Presbyte- 
rians, would it not be more Christian for us to study and 
endeavor to correct the sins and shortcomings of our own 
denomination of which we are a part, for which we are 





DR. MacLEAN SAYS-— 


Christ loved the masses; our church is a class church. 
Jesus prayed for unity; Presbyterians are separatists. 
Jesus was ‘‘color-blind”’ ;ours is a white man’s church. 
He emphasized evangelism; we emphasize creedalism. 





responsible, and which we have some chance to correct? 
Certainly, we know more about our own communion than 
we could possibly know of any other. Relatively, the crit- 
icisms herein suggested could be applied to all churches. 
Actually, the writer knows of no branch of the church 
which seems to him to be more Christian than our own. 
Born and bred a Southern Presbyterian, he warmly loves 
and has earnestly sought to serve the church of his fathers. 
To it under God he owes most of the good things which 
have come to him in life, and for its defects he recognizes 
his own share of responsibility. Full well does he know 
that there are many thousands of fine, brave, unselfish and 
devoted Christian people among its members. Even so, he 
believes that we can best serve the Lord and help the 
church by frankly recognizing and trying to overcome our 
faults and defects rather than by denying or ignoring them. 


A Class Church—Christ Loved the Masses 


Could Jesus join the Presbyterian Church? Outside of 
Scotland, the Presbyterian Church is a class church, and 
Jesus loved the high and the low, the rich and the poor. 
He was equally interested in all types of men. He loved 
the rich young ruler and he was concerned about Nicode- 
mus, a leader of the Jews, but it was when he looked upon 
the multitudes that his heart was moved with compassion, 
and when he preached, the common people heard him 
gladly. If our Lord should return in the flesh and en- 
deavor to reach the masses of humanity, could he deliver 
his message from the pulpit of a Southern Presbyterian 
Church? 

Throughout the Southland there are large numbers of so- 
ealled “poor whites.’’ I grew up on the border of south- 
eastern North Carolina and South Carolina. Nearly all 
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property was owned by well-to-do people who lived in the 
towns, but the land was actually farmed by white tenants 
and share-croppers. This is typical, not only of eastern 
North Carolina and South Carolina, but of Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, and Mississippi. There are millions of 
such tenants in the South. Very few of these are in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. It has been taken for 
granted that our message wasn’t suited to them; that they 
did not have the mentality or education to respond to our 
interpretation of the Gospel and to accept our Confession 
of Faith. Throughout the Shenandoah Valley, predomi- 
nantly Presbyterian, most of the underprivileged people are 
outside our communion. When we go to the great cities 
of the North and penetrate to the slums and foreign dis- 
tricts, there aren’t many members of the Presbyterian 
Church. Somehow or other, while we carry On mission 
work and try to do our part, we don’t seem to fit in. I 
wonder if we could develop more of the spirit of Christ 
in our relationship to the so-called common people, who 
heard him gladly and who aroused his sympathy. 

It was Eugene Debs, a socialist and a pacifist, who hav- 
ing been thrown into the Federal Penitentiary in Atlanta, 
speaking out in Christlike compassion, declared, ‘‘While 
there is a lower class, I am in it; while there is a criminal 
class, I am of it; when there is a man in prison, I am not 
free.”” (Now, of course, Eugene Debs wound up in a peni- 
tentiary, but, it is also true that Jesus ended his life on 
a cross.) 

In the mountain sections of the South, there are also 
numbers of so-called mountain whites. Of course, many 
residents of these areas are cultured and prosperous, but 
back in the coves and remote areas, the people hardly know 
there is such a thing as the Presbyterian Church. I don’t 
know what Jesus would do, but it is hard to see how he 
could carry on his work through a church which for genera- 
tions had failed to reach the masses, unless that church 
should be radically changed. In India, you know, they go 
so far in separating classes as to set aside all those on the 
lowest rung of the ladder and brand them “untouchables.” 
That rather shocks us, but do we touch the so-called lower 
classes in the South closely enough to make them feel at 
home in our church? 


Creedalism vs. Evangelism 


Could Jesus Christ do his work through the Presbyte- 
rian Church so long as we place the emphasis on creed 
rather than on Christian character; upon perpetuating 
Southern Presbyterianism instead of upon impassioned 
evangelism; upon sectionalism and separatism rather than 
upon service to the needy and justice to all; upon the cold- 
ness of extreme Calvinism as compared with the warmth 
and passion of undiluted Christianity; upon the power and 
justice of God rather than his mercy and his love? After 
all, the Confession of Faith does not supersede the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. The lofty logic of our Westminster 
Standards is no substitute for the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Ours has always been a creedal church. Ministers are 
authorized to preach and hold office in our churches if 
they can subscribe to the Confession of Faith and the five 
points of Calvinism. How much consideration have we 
given to their passion for souls and their concern for so- 
cial justice and suffering humanity? Is it possible that 
over-emphasis on creed, plus a lack of Christlike compas- 
sion, is responsible for our failure to reach the masses 
of humanity? Of course, theology and beliefs do matter, 
yet in selecting his disciples and sending them out to pro- 
claim the gospel, we nowhere read that Jesus required 
them to subscribe to the same particular interpretation of 
doctrine. As a matter of fact, they differed in their in- 
terpretations and emphases. Paul places the emphasis on 
faith and doctrine, and James on works and practical Chris- 
tianity. Dr. Egbert Smith, a theological conservative, used 
to say that our failure to reach the masses of people in the 
Southwest was due to the fact that the Presbyterian Church 
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was too much concerned about propagating the doctrine 
of Predestination and not enough concerned about saving 
lost souls. Isn’t it possible that in order for Jesus to do 
his work through our church, we would have to change the 
emphasis from Calvinistic creedalism to impassioned evan- 
gelism? 


Presbyterianism—a White Man’s Religion 


One wonders if Jesus could join the Presbyterian 
Church and do his work through our organization, inas- 
much as our church in the South is a white man’s church 
and Jesus was and is interested in men of all colors. He 
knew that God had created of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell upon the face of the earth. Black men, 
yellow men, brown men, red men, and white men are all 
sinners in the sight of Almighty God, and all colors look 
alike in the light of Calvary’s cross. In the South there 
are more than ten millions of Negroes, but less than 
3,500 of them are members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. In the City of Richmond, there are more than 
61,000 Negroes. In this great capital of the Confederacy 
there isn’t a single Negro Southern Presbyterian Church, 
though there is one Northern Presbyterian Church with 
about 160 members, and our 17th Street Mission (not an 
organized church) is certainly doing a good, though a 
small, work for colored people. There is a proverb (we 
say it with a laugh instead of with a tear) that if you find 
a Negro who is a Presbyterian, it’s a sure sign that some- 
body has been tampering with his religion. Yet Negroes 
have deep insights into spiritual things, and sometimes 
even an unlettered Negro seems to get closer to God than 
some of the more intellectual white men do. Surely a fuily 
Christian church here in the Southland should have in its 
membership a large place for black men. 


Separatists While Christ Prayed For Unity 


We would like to think that our Lord naturally, without 
strain or embarrassment, could come right into the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church, yet one wonders about its sepa- 
ratist tendencies and its suspicion and distrust of other 
Christians. Jesus believed in church unity. In his inter- 
cessory prayer in the 17th chapter of John, where he bared 
his heart before God and man, praying not just for the 
world but particularly for those whom the Lord had given 
him, he yearns that they might be one, even as he, the 
Son and the Father are one. He prayed that we, the church, 
might be one that the world might believe. Dr. Peter 
Ainslie, a great apostle of Christian unity, entitled one of 
his book, The Scandal of Christianity. I am afraid it is 
indeed a scandalous fact that we have 150 denominations, 
not counting many smaller sects, in this country. 
should decide, after full consideration, to join the Presby- 
terian Church, would he choose the Southern Presbyterian 
Church or the Northern Presbyterian Church, the United 
Presbyterian Church or the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
the Bible Presbyterian Church or the Orthodox Presbyte- 
rian Church? 

In the long course of history, there have been certain 
eras in man’s development when great truths and facts 
seemed to emerge and men realized the immediate ne- 
cessity for recognizing these truths and emphasizzing them. 
When that has been done, the world has gone forward, 
but when men fail so to do, civilization has turned back- 
ward upon its course. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the 
church had become corrupt. It failed to give proper recog- 
nition to the rights of individual Christians, and over- 
emphasized the place of good works in man’s salvation. 
When the conviction that man is saved by faith crystallized 
in Martin Luther’s mind and this vital truth was drama- 
tized, men everywhere began to realize that we all have 
a right to go straight to God through faith in Jesus Christ, 
and the church took a step forward and the world has 
never been the same since. Here was a simple truth which 
men had groped for but never fully grasped, and now it 
emerged in all its glorious wonder, thrilling men and giv- 
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ing them a dynamic spirit so that Christianity spread and 
developed by leaps and bounds all over Europe. 

In the early history of this country, men learned to 
recognize and insist upon the difference between church 
and state. It is hard for us to realize now that not long 
ago Baptists, Presbyterians, and other non-conformists in 
this country were persecuted and thrown into jail because 
the Church of England was the Established State Church 
in Virginia, and people had to conform or be punished for 
it. Now, that couldn’t go on. To bring in a new day re- 
quired that those who were willing to suffer should stand 
for their convictions and, not all at once but gradually, 
the right of religious freedom was established in America. 
This precious privilege was bought with a price. 


Men Must Live Together 


Now it seems, that through a remarkable combination of 
events, sensationally culminating in the development and 
use of the atomic bomb, we have learned that the world 
is one; that we have got to learn to live together or we 
just can’t live at all. Throughout the world leaders are 
endeavoring to develop such an understanding among races, 
classes, and nations that we shall be enabled to bridge the 
gaps and come closer to each other, in order that civiliza- 
tion may survive. This indicates the fact that the most 


To Presbyterian Freshmen Entering 
Colleges All Over America 
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pressing question before us today is that of Christian 
unity. How can we expect men so different—black men, 
and yellow men, and red men, Orientals and Occidentals, 
communists and capitalists, Russians and Americans—to 
trust each other and work together when the Church of 
Christ sets such a poor example! Can nations unite while 
Christ’s church remains divided? Surely it is the church, 
the Christian church, which ought to take the lead. To 
do so will require a spirit of courage and conciliation. We 
shall have to practice as well as to preach. 

There must be leaders who are willing to take the lead, 
and pioneers who are ready to pay the price which progress 
always exacts. Cataclysmic circumstances and providential 
developments combine to indicate that the day has arrived 
when Christians must be one in Christ Jesus. This is a 
tremendous challenge and calls for a crusading Christian- 
ity. Somebody must pay a big price, but what a glorious 
accomplishment! Who knoweth but that we Southern Pres- 
byterians have come to the Kingdom for such a time as 
this? 

@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Now that you have read Dr. Mac- 

Lean’s stimulating and suggestive article, won’t you write 

us in 300 words or less, An answer to this question: 

“HOW CAN OUR CHURCH BECOME A MORE CHRIST- 
LIKE CHURCH?” 


A Letter to Students 


Wednesday afternoon. 
DEAR STUDENT, 

Do you know the story of the young fellow who was 
overheard saying his prayers one night early in Septem- 
ber? He thanked God for all the fine opportunities he had 
had during the summer, and for such swell parents as 
his, and for those challenges and difficulties that had made 
him grow in body and mind and spirit. Then-he asked 
forgiveness for his many sins and errors, naming as many 
of them as he could recall. Then there was a long pause. 
Finally, it was broken by, ‘‘Well, goodbye, God. I’m going 
off to college tomorrow, you know. Amen.” — 

I suppose you’d say that, as jokes go, that is rather 
funny, and, as stories go, it is fair—as long as it is just 
a joke, or just a story. But if that is what is going to 
happen to you, it isn’t so funny; and it certainly isn’t fair— 
to you, or to your parents, or to the society which you 
are seeking to serve through a higher education. 

Education is not so much something that you ‘“‘get’’ as 
it is something that happens to you. It is a growth pro- 
cess. And it has to do with the whole person. 

A student may acquire expert knowledge in bio-chemis- 
try, or in dietetics, and still not be educated. In the 
Christian philosophy of life, it is the You that is su- 
premely important, and the total impact you make upon 
your fellows. ‘‘You’’ are more than a cranium-full of 
facts and data and skills. 

A person who is honestly seeking an education, and not 
just a four-year deposit of information, will have open- 
mindedly and open-heartedly to expose himself to, and 
experiment with, religion. A vital, intelligent, and per- 
sonal religious faith is the most dynamic integral factor 
in the make-up of an educated man. 

College is not a time to abandon religion (if one could!), 
rather it is a period in which we seek the beginnings of 
religious maturity. In the language of that boy it is not 
“Goodbye, God,” but “God, I’m going to get to know you 
better. Tomorrow I’m going to college to try to become 
a more worthwhile person in every aspect. And, if that’s 
going to happen, I guess You and I are going to have to 
become pretty close friends! Amen.” 

I happen to be a Minister to Students. There are per- 
sons like me who are prcfessionally trained to help you 
in this process of education—help you in achieving this 


religious maturity. At whichever college or university you 
choose to attend, you will find a Presbyterian student 
worker whose: job it is to help you relate our Christian 
religion to your life, and your life to Christianity. This 
person may be a full-time minister to students, a minister 
of the local church, a Director of Religious Education, a 
lay worker—let him help you! 

And you help him do his job by inquiring of your home 
minister as to his or her name, and then letting him know 
you are coming to that campus. He will become one of 
your most valued friends! 

I wish I knew you personally, so I could write this just 
to you—in my horrible un-Spencerian scrawl. And I know 
that the other student workers wish the same thing. How- 
ever, even though we cannot write a personal letter, we 
all wish you to know that we are looking forward, and 
with open arms and hearts, to your coming to our cam- 
puses this fall! God bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN CLAYTON. 
University of Missouri. 





MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW 


An early issue of The Presbyterian Outlook will focus 
attention on 


THE FACTS ABOUT 
the 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 


Special articles and discussions will be invaluable to 
sessions and leaders in presbyteries. Every member of 
every church ought to have the benefit of these facts. 


Order enough copies TODAY. One to nine copies, 15c 
each; ten or more, 10c each, cash with order. Order 50— 
100——_200—for general distribution, but order NOW. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
403 E. Franklin St. Richmond 19, Va. 











8 


ne fPresbot 
Outlook 


Established 1819 
AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor and Manager 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
} Co-Editor 


Assoc’ate Editors 








J. M. Alexander Ansley C. Moore 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Charles Pratt 

K. J. Foreman J. Calvin Reid 

J. W. Jackson Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion,Jr. Mrs. J. N. Thomas 


Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 
Wallace M. Alston Harris E. Kirk 
D. Maurice Allan Albert Kissling 
WyndhamB.BlantonCeorge Lang 
Marion A. Boggs Julian Price Love 
Frank H. Caldwell F. L. McCluer 
S. A. Cartledge P. D. Miller 
J. Harry Cotton Cc. Ellis Nelson 
J. R. Cunningham Dunbar H. Ogden 
D. H. Edington S. R. Oglesby 
W.M. Elliott, Jr Frank W. Price 
Felix B. Gear W. E. Price 
B. Frank Hall J. A. Redhead 
Mrs. E. F. Horine Charles G. Rose *” 
Kar! G. Hudson David H. Scanlon 
Margaret M. Jacobs Lewis J. Sherrill 
Ilion T. Jones Henry Louis Smith 
Charles L. King Russell C. Stroup 
Laurence F. Kinney George Summey 
Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgian Reporter (1826) 
The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1827) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1853) 

The Southwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892) 
The Preshbyterinn of the Seuth (1909) 

Printed bv Richn.ond Press, Governor 
Street. 
Served by 
Service 
Subscription—$4.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business Oflives 


Room 307, 403 East Franklin Street 


(RNs* Religious News 





Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 


EDITORIAL 














The 1947 Synod Meetings 


During the next two months the sy- 
nods of our church will be holding their 
annual meetings. What evidence will 
there be to indicate the ability of these 
courts to move out of their routine and 
to come to grips with some of the chal- 
lenging issues before the church and 
the Christian world? 

Last year saw an alert attention to 
church which 
immediate response—the 
In the face of’ that 
situation about a dozen synods took ef- 
fective steps which helped to create 
sentiment throughout the church lead- 
ing to unanimous action on the part of 
the 1947 Assembly and the board of 
trustees of the Mountain Retreat Asso- 
ciation. 

Second on the list of synod actions 
last year was the strong condemnation 
of any effort to appropriate public funds 
for private or parochial schools. That 
situation is still before us and long- 
time diligence will be required to over- 
come the danger. Even now sorely 
needed Federal funds which would 
bring a new day to education in the 
poorer states are being blocked by those 
who insist that these special provisions 
shall be made. 

What will arouse the interest of the 


one situation in the 
needed an 
Montreat set-up? 
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synods this year? Surely the most 
widely discussed issues before’ the 
church are our continued membership 
in the Federal Council of Churches and 
the plan of reunion for American Pres- 
byterianism. Synods are not directly 
concerned with these issues. Yet for 
many elders and ministers the informai 
discussions and more formal presenta- 
tions even at these meetings will bring 
the most reliable information they are 
going to get. 

Every synod ought to be deeply con- 
cerned about a more effective Protes- 
tant cooperation. In those areas where 
no state council of churches is at work, 
steps might well get under way look- 
ing toward such an achievement. In 
North Carolina and Virginia where 
strong councils have been formed, Pres- 
byterians have taken a large part in or- 
ganizing and in directing them. If 
there is no council correlating the Prot- 
estant strength of your state, why not 
have your synod take steps toward that 
goal? 

On the question of relations with 
Presbyterians, USA, synods might well 
be doing something definite in getting 
acquainted with these brethren in the 
so-called Northern church regardless of 
any auestion of reunion. Even an ex- 
change of speakers—fraternal delegates 

is a friendly step open to all. Some 
synods have strong committees on Pres- 
byterian cooperation where they are 
working toward a more effective corre- 
lation of their missionary, educational 
and other programs’ within present 
boundaries. The border synods can do 
most about this but every other synod 
ean do something along the same line. 
We ought to know more about our fel- 
low-American Presbyterians. The synods 
can help to do it. 

Our Assembly did not get around to 
any statement on the problem of ‘“‘Dis- 





placed Persons.’”’ Synods might well 
Convenient Check List 
for Synod Actions 
(See editorial above) 
Dis- 


Approve approve 
1. Public funds for pri- 





vate schools x 
2. State council of 

churches xX 
3. Cooperation with 

USA church x 


4. Displaced persons 
resolution x 


5. Amnesty x 


6. Increased world re- 
lief effort Zz 


. Liquor advertising x 
8. Restudy of synod’s 
program x 
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encourage the national Congress to 
make greater provision for at least 
some of these suffering people. The 
question of amnesty for those whose 
religious beliefs held them out of the 
war is still a live one. With Germans 
and Japanese set free by our military 
authorities, it is passing strange that a 
good many of our own citizens are held 
in prison for their ‘‘crimes of con- 
science.’””’ Some synods might well speak 
about it. 

World relief needs loom high in any 
program of peace—in any pattern of 
Christian concern in the face of suf- 
fering. Synods can underscore the 
present opportunity of the church to 
be greatly used in providing a minimum 
of “A Dollar and a Pound of Goods” 
per person this year. 

Liquor advertising, flagrantly offer- 
ing its wares to the public, violates our 
sense of fitness. Are there’ synods 
which will join us in condemning this 
menace and in upholding efforts in the 
Congress to control or eliminate such 
advertising? 

One synod has a strong ad interim 
committee studying a re-alignment of 
its activities, one important item of 
which would call for the use of com- 
missions made up of approximately 30 
representative people studying issues 
for which they have peculiar qualifica- 
tions, with one commission reporting 
each year after a three- or four-year 
study. Such an arrangement would 
enable church courts to enlist the finest 
brains and the noblest spirits they pos- 
sess from many untouched areas. Ex- 
periments along this line here and there 
would undoubtedly lead to fine new de- 
velopments of vast usefulness to the 
church. We are not even beginning 
to tap the great resources which are 
ours. This plan may help. 

Items from the regular church pro- 
gram will not be considered in any 
sense as mere routine. Leaders in the 
many-sided Program of Progress will 
see to it that this emphasis lodges in 
the heart of every man at the 1947 
synods. Visitation evangelism, direct- 
ing its forces in a score of selected areas 
in the church this fall and winter, will 
make men keenly aware of this fun- 


damental opportunity and privilege of. 


Christians. 

How much, then, can we expect from 
the coming synod meetings? How much 
will there be to reveal a true aware- 
ness of the most pressing issues before 
us and a like willingness to take bold 
steps to meet them? 


Greenville ‘‘Findings’”’ 


It is unfortunate that the textile 
manufacturers who attended the recent 
rreenville, S. C., meeting are being 
asked to sign a statement of ‘‘suggested 
findings’’ by Messrs. Glasgow, Dendy 
and Jacobs (see pages 3-4) which is 
made up of such unworthy appeals to 
unwholesome motives. Look at them 
for a moment. 

The appeal in their paper is to: (1) 
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suspicion of the real Christianity of 
leaders of our neighbor churches; (2) 
racial fears and prejudices; (3) eco- 
nomic privilege; (4) a sort of church 
which has been discredited in all the 
world because of its aloofness from life, 
more recently seen in European coun- 
tries (for illustration, see Dr. Niebuhr, 
p. 4); (5) class against class; own- 
ers against workers; (6) ignorance of 
the present policies and program of the 
Roman Catholic Church; and (7) -more 
suspicion of the real Christian faith of 
leading men in our sister churches as 
over against the purity of our own 
church; (8) an ignoring of the plain 
facts in the work of the Council in view 
of constant changes in program and 
methods which are taking place; (9) 
a false way to peace, for no peace can 
ever come to our church when it in- 
volves separating us from our brethren 
in the other Protestant denominations 
of America. 

Requests which are being made to 
keep the discussion of these issues on a 
high plane will certainly have every 
concern to see to it that the motives ap- 
pealed to are high motives to which 
honorable and Christian men can give 
their unswerving loyalty. 

A bit more specifically now, look at 
the general charge against the ‘“‘leader- 
ship’ of the Council on _ theological 
grounds—a charge made without docu- 
mentation or proof of any kind by an 
ultra-fundamentalist minister and by 
two laymen whose views on the appli- 
cation of the Christian faith to affairs 
of life, e. g., in the political and eco- 
nomic order, are recognized to be at va- 
riance with the generally accepted pat- 
tern throughout the Christian church. 
These men do not indicate who they 
mean by ‘“‘the leadership.”” However, 
it must be remembered that the Coun- 
cil is made up of the churches—just 
like the Methodist church around the 
corner from you, and the Episcopal 
church and all the others."In your town 
you regard those ministers and their 
members as Christians, don’t you? You 
work with them in cheerful cooperation. 
You trust them. You feel that they are 





pretty good Christians after all, even 
though you may have different ideas 
about some of your beliefs. Yet you 


stand with them for a united Christian 
witness in your community. It is like 
that across the nation. 

Regardless of now Christians may 
view the question of racial segregation, 
it is still up to local communities and 
to individual denominations and con- 
gregations as to what they do about it. 
No one has forced or is attempting to 
foree any pattern upon a church or a 
community which the citizens of that 
community themselves do not adopt. 


ers. 
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More than this, some Christians believe 
that segregation is %asically anti-Chris- 
tian. 
fellowship with that growing number? 
Are we to withdraw from any Christian 
group 
from our own? 


Are we then to refuse to have 


whose ethical viewpoint differs 


Charges that the Council has taken 


a stand on various points of legislation 
appear to be unmindful of a rule of the 
Council which says: 


“The executive committee further 


clarifies its established rules by declar- 
ing that a deliverance of the Council or 


of the executive committee concerning 


principles which should guide our law- 


makers in framing legislation on so- 


cial and moral questions, does not nec- 


essarily carry with it the endorsement 


of a specific bill which may be drawn 


up relative thereto.” 


Critics do not understand that it is 
the Council’s procedure in all matters 


of public policy to deal with the broad 


moral principles involved rather than to 


commit itself to the details of specific 


legislation. 


Mention is made of Cameron Hall’s° 
visit to Kannapolis and of a talk be- 
fore a labor union. No objection seems 
to have been raised to Mr. Hall’s visit 
on the same trip to talk, under auspices 
of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers, with four groups of employ- 
Had he not the same right to 
talk to one group as to the other? 


The paragraph on Romanism is posi- 
tively ridiculous. The same reason- 
ing will lead the McCallie-Dendy-Glas- 
gow committee to admit that the cause 
of the tremendous growth of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church during these 
years has been its membership in the 
Federal Council. We never had such a 
large increase in membership as last 
year at a time when we were mem- 
bers of the Council! But beside such a 
point, the real threat of an aggressive 
Romanism is completely ignored by this 
committee. They say, ‘‘We freely con- 
cede the desirability of a united front 
for Protestant denominations in the 
growing conflict with the Roman Catho- 
lic Church.” But the Federal Council 
affords the only possible united front. 
And the signers of this statement are 
doing their very best to destroy the only 
united front which Protestantism has 
or is likely to have against this chal- 
lenge, or against any menace to the 
Kingdom, 

To say that our church or any church 
in the Federal Council is impotent to 
make changes in policy and program 
is unwarranted. The facts are the di- 
rect opposite. Changes are constantly 
being made in the Council, as they are 
in any living and growing organism. 





North Carolina. 








PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial] subjects. 


Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 
For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 


Also special 
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Even a superficial study of the Council’s 
record will reveal many points at which 
our small denomination has made its 
influence felt in a telling way during 
these years. 

One thing is certain, however. Even 
if our church should withdraw from the 
Council, the Council would go on with 
its tremendous work in our national 
life. And from the outside, we could 
have no effect whatever upon its policy ~ 
or its program, while we would adver- 
tise to the world the shame and weak- 
ness of Protestantism, i. e., its lack of 
unity, and we would proclaim in terms 
that no man could overlook that we 
who preach brotherhood to the nations 
cannot practice brotherhood even in the 
church. 


Who Got the Telegrams? 


One of our friends, in a facetious 
mood, yet with real point, suggests that 
it is extremely unfortunate if only The 
Christian Beacon received a telegram 
following the last General Assembly’s 
action on the Federal Council issue. 
That paper which strives hard to create 
dissention and division in our church 
is not the only one that would rejoice 
in such a glorious victory! 

So, our friend goes on, was a tele- 
gram sent to Cardinal Spellman? If 
not, why not? He would like to know 
about such happenings in the ranks of 
Protestantism. Did anyone send a cable 
to Joe Stalin? He and his Communist 
fellows want to know of any pains 
caused the Federal Council of Churches 
and in the Christian ranks generally. 

Did Gerald Winrod’s Defender maga- 
zine get a message? He should have 
been notified so that his pseudo-patri- 
otic columns could have blazoned the 
report across the land. And what about 
“Silver Shirts’’ Pelley, now in prison, 
convicted of sedition? Until the De- 
partment of Justice brought its charges 
again him, he was relentless in his 
charges of radicalism against the Coun- 
cil. Elizabeth Dilling, Colonel Sanc- 
tuary and the whole lot of those who 
were indicted by Federal grand juries 
for sedition in 1942 and 1944, and who 
were quoted so often by opponents of 
the Federal Council on the floor of our 
General Assembly before that time, had 
one thing in common: they stood to- 
gether in fighting the Federal Council 
until their recognized association with 
anti-Semitic or pro-Fascist groups, or 
both, in wartime, stemmed their tide. 
They should have been notified. Did 
anybody send them a telegram? 
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Your NEw BIBLE 





is a more deeply satisfying companion when printed on 
genuine Oxford India Paper. This finest of all papers 
permits a thin, thin Bible . . . lighter, pleasanter in the 
hand. Oxford India Paper has a most agreeable tone, 
and it is extremely opaque: the words on one side never 
show through to the other. Oxford Bibles are delightfully 
“readable”; and the text is so accurate that the Press 
offers a reward of five dollars for the first discovery of a 
misprint. Bindings are wonderfully soft, yet so strong 
and durable that Oxford Bibles invariably become cher- 
ished family heirlooms. Many styles, variously priced. 
At your favorite bookstore. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
° Veterans Refresher. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Moderator’s Calendar Shows 
Engagements for Coming Months 





Included on the engagement calendar 
of the General Assembly’s moderator, 
Dr. J. R. Cunningham, during the next 
few months, are the following: 

Sept. 3—Richmond, Va., Synod of 
Virginia; USA moderator also speaking. 

Sept 24—Columbia, S. C. Juint meet- 
ing of synod and synodical. 

Sept. 26—Atlanta, Ga. Dinner meet- 
ing for Atlanta officers. 

Sept. 29-30—Philadelphia. Confer- 
ence on Christian Higher Education 
with leaders of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 

Oct. 7—Baltimore. Joint meeting of 
US and USA presbyteries, with Mr. La- 
Roe, the USA moderator, also speak- 
ing. 

Oct. 15—Durham, N. C. Synodical 
of North Carolina. 

Oct. 22—Lakeland, Fla. Synodical of 
Florida. i 

Nov. 4—Preaching at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Nov. 11-12—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 


Conference, Committee for Religious 
Tolerance. 
Nov. 21-25—Mexico City. Diamond 


Jubilee of Presbyterianism in Mexico. 

Nov. 30—Charleston, W. Va. Joint 
Sunday morning service of Charleston 
churches launching visitation evangel- 
ism campaign. 5 

Dec. 16—New York. World Council 
of Churches. 

Jan. 4—Atlanta, Ga. Hundredth An- 
niversary of First Church. 





HOW MANY MINISTERS 
IN.10 YEARS? 





Jackson Springs, N. C. (338 mem- 
bers)—-1—-Wm. M. Clark, King Col- 
lege. 

Huntington, W. Va., Highlawn (358) 
—2—Mrs. Wm. E. Garda, student; Ar- 
lene Woods, ATS. 


Roanoke Rapids, N. C. (226)—1 plus 
2—-Jon Murray, assistant professor of 
Bible, Hampden-Sydney. Also: Jean 
Knight, ATS graduate, now at Steele 
Creek church, Charlotte, N. C.; Eliza- 
beth Beckwith, ATS. 


Mexico, Mo. (492)—-1—Helen Bal- 
lew, ATS. 


Tallahassee, Fla. (602)——-3 plus 3— 
John L. Fain, Jr., Flemington, Ga.; J. 
Davison Philips, assistant, First church, 
Atlanta; Cameron Thompson, mission- 
ary to Ecuador. Also: Grace Fain, Ma- 
con, Ga.; Carolyn Stowell (Mrs. Doug- 
las) Charles, en route to Brazil; Lola 
Miller, ATS. 


Perry, Mo., RFD, South Fork church 
(48)—-1—-John H. Vanlandingham, 
Clarkton, Mo, 
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[his Is YOUR P yf Progress 
_ Today the living church must meet its challenge, the challenge of a con- 
= fused world, war-torn, and hungry for the answers the church has to 
offer. It is our opportunity . . . our only hope . . . our obligation. . . . 
of 
g. The Program of Progress adopted by the General Assembly in 1946 and 
t- reaffirmed in 1947 is a result of prayer and planning. The program sets 
forth the following objectives which our church must achieve in the 
.. five years just ahead. 
T- ’ 
on (1) Evangelism—Specifie goals for evangelism erushed Protestant churches throughout the 
an for each year to be supplied by the Assembly’s world with the material help they must have to 
Committee on Evangelism. rebuild. 
of 
a) (2) Chureh Attendance and Chureh Growth.— (7) Home Missions, $1,500,000.—I£ there is to be 
me Each chureh school to adopt a goal of 10% in- a more Christian world there must be more Chris- 
- erease in attendance for each year of the Program tians. There is no other way. In Christianizing 
of Progress. the Christless areas in America we have now a 
of golden opportunity to reevangelize America. 
- (3) Chapels—We recommend that our church i ' : 
o- adopt a goal of 250 new chapels each year. (8) Christian Education, $750,000.—If our chureh 
is to go forward in its vital work of training 
He: (4) Stewardship.—This presentation should in- ministers and lay workers our institutions must 
us ° ~ 
clude the stewardship of life and possessions as be strengthened and enlarged. 
ad the normal Christian experience. (9) Religious Education and Publication, $500,- 
se (5) Foreign Missions, $4,000,000.—In every land 000.— Without additional help, the demands of 
where we have worked there are now strong na- our ehureh for materials and aid for church 
s]- tive chmeches, eellaunpertion, sell-geversing, schools and young people 8 activities eannot be 
‘il self-propagating. In China, in the Far East, in met. It is absolutely essential that if we are to 
Africa, Brazil, Mexico, Japan, Korea, great dam- grow spiritually we must meet this tremendous 
n- age has been done to our mission properties. We challenge. 
must restore in the immediate future, missions (10) The Assembly School for Lay Workers, 
- which it took us eighty-five years to build and $250,000.—Program of Progress calls for large in- 
develop. Also hundreds of our missionaries are ereases in the number of full-time workers for 
grounded in America for lack of funds to return the chuweh. beth at heme end cheek. The do 
them to their foreign fields. This is a pressing sembly School for Lay Workers must be ex- 
need. panded. It is handicapped for lack of funds. 
rf (6) War Relief, $600,000.—We must continue to (11) Negro Work, $250,000.—The General As- 
send food, clothing and money accompanied by sembly of 1946 made the work for Negroes a spe- 
3) jod’s word to war-devasted lands. The need is cial department and created a committee on Ne- 
r- so obvious that it has only to be mentioned. We gro work. Funds must be provided for the most 
in America, and only we, can provide the war- pressing needs in the field. 
us 
a AWAKEN—Ye Presbyterian men and women. A dying, soul-sick world . 
ma eries aloud for your healing, life-giving message of hope, resuscitation 
a- and eternal life. Each Synod, Presbytery and Church will have its in- 
dividual Quota, which it may raise either through enlargement of the 
al- present Special Offering, through its budget, or by a special money- 
raising campaign. Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. The Church 
oe must not fail in these critical times. 
J. 
h, a 
n The Presbyterian Program of Progress 
‘- = 
g- 801 Henry Grady Building. 
la 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
ch - Col. Roy LeCraw, Director 
m, 
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Thoughtful Presbyterians 
Who Know the Facts 


realize that a pension’ system is an essential part of the 
Church’s program. 

The General Assembly reveals the fact that the $3,000,000 
prior service fund of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund should be 
increased to meet the needs of this present time. Knowing 
this fact will you send a check today and leave a legacy in 


your will? 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secy. Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, D. D., Treas. 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 











GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 8-1808 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night 











WESTMINSTER COLLEGE | | MARY BALDWIN 
A Presbyterian College for Men COLLEGE - 


Fu Misso 
om, Susswt STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
Nearly a century of proved ability to 


meet current needs and retain the Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 
values of a liberal education that is lege for Women 
Christian, 

Thoroughness in Instruction For info:mation write: 


Friendliness on ‘the Campug 
Sound Personal Guidance 


Franc L. McCluer, President 


Mrs. Martha S. Grafton 
Acting President 























Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 

a credited by Association of American Univer- 
aryvl e sities, Southern Association, National Associa- i 
* tion of Schools of Music, American Association | 

of University Women, American Medical As- | 

sociation, etc. Charges average $240 per se- 


College mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 


be met. in part by self-help. Address 
Founded 1819 RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 
Maryville, Tennessee 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Bernard A. MclIlhany, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., has accepted a call to the Fulton, 
Mo., church, effective September 7. 

J. W. Carpenter, Harrodsburg, Ky., 
will become pastor of the Dunbar, W. 
Va., church September 15. 

E. Summers McGavock, Lucketts, Va., 
is to be the pastor of the Bethesda 
church, Lynchburg, Va., succeeding J. 
Clyde Mohler, now at Prentis Park 
church, Portsmouth, Va., 2119 Des 
Moines Ave. 

Albert C. Winn from Davidson, N. C., 








to L-2, 100 Stockton St., Princeton, N.. 


d. 

H. A. Spencer from Montreat, N. C., 
to 328 Florence Ave., Waynesboro, N. C. 

D. L. Beard from Franklin, W. Va., 
to Mt. Solon, Va. 

Jacob S. MacKorell, Jr., from Lake 
Waccamaw, N. C., to 701 Columbia 
Drive, Decatur, Ga. 

J. Harry Cotton from Chicago, IIl., to 
606 W. Wabash Ave., Crawfordsville, 
Ind. ” 

David Worth Sprunt from Wilming- 
ton, N. C., to er, Frau Dr. Kunz, 
Dlumlisalpstrasse 69, Zurich 6, Switzer- 
land. 

J. S. Davis from Gulfport, Miss., to 
406 Mason Ave., Long Beach, Miss. 

D. M. Hill from Iva, S. C., to Pickens, 
S.C. 

C. S. Long from Benavides, Texas, to 
Pleasanton, Texas. 

J. S. Robinson, formerly of Whites- 
burg, Ky., has been installed as pastor 
of the Liberty Hill and Heath Springs, 
S. C., churches, 


BOOK ON ACTS 

Chas. J. Woodbridge, Independent 
church, Savannah, Ga., has just had a 
book published by the Moody Press, 
Chicago, entitled, ‘‘Standing On the 
Promises: Rich Truths from the Book 
of Acts.”’ 


RETIRED 


Robert S. Boyd, Greenville, N. C., re- ° 


tiring from the pastorate of the Green- 
ville church, will live at Laurinburg, N. 
C., after September 1. 

J. E. Wallace, Oxford, Miss., will now 
be addressed at Broadmoor Subdivision, 
Broadmoor Dr., Jackson, Miss. 

H. R. McFadyen has retired from the 
active pastorate at Pinetops, N. C., and 
is living at Oak Ridge, N. C. 








CHOIR and PULPIT ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, rea 
sonably priced; write for catalogue C-12 
(choir robes) or P-12 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 





= | 
1000 N. Market 117 N. Wacker 366 Fifth Ave. (eum 
Champaign, Ill, Chicago 6, Ill. NewYork 1, N.Y. [A 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Wisdom of Harmonious Living 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Proverbs 3:30-31; 
5:9; James 3:17. 


The Proverbs and kindred passages 
chosen for our study exalt the wisdom 
and describe the way of harmonious 
living among individuals and groups 
and nations. The aim is certainly a 
desirable one, If we cannot learn to 
live harmoniously in the family, life is 
soured at its very source; if we are not 
able to live harmoniously with our 
neighbors or with our fellow-workers, 
life becomes a burden; if there is a lack 
of harmony in the church, its gospel is 
obscured; if classes and groups do not 
discover a way to solve their differences 
harmoniously, our economy may be de- 
stroyed; if nations cannot live harmoni- 
ously in a world which becomes increas- 
ingly interdependent, then civilization 
itself is threatened. But harmonious 
living does not come without an effort 
in any one of these relationships. It 
requires thought, and sometimes long 
and persistent effort. Let us note the 
suggestions which come from our les- 
son, 


1. Avoid Strife 


“Strive not with a man _ without 
cause,’’ 
Or as Goodspeed translates in his 


American Translation: 

“Start no unprovoked quarrel with a 
man, if he have done you no harm.” 

The writer seems to recognize that 
some quarrels are justified; that some 
strife is unescapable. That is true in 
individual affairs; it is true also in 
social life. There are honest differences 
that must be resolved; there are vital 
principles that must be maintained; 
there are fundamental rights that can- 
not be resigned. We recognize now 
that the attempted appeasement of 
Hitler did not work, and resulted ulti- 
mately in an even more deadly strife. 
And so it may be some time in personal 
relations. But strife should be avoided 
wherever possible, in the home, in the 
office, in industry, among nations and 
certainly within the church. At least 
the occasion for the strife should not 
proceed from us. More than that, we 
should make every effort to prevent it. 
That seems to be the implication of the 
Hebrew verb. “When accounts are 
balanced, it will be found there is little 
got by strife,’’ says Matthew Henry. 
And even where there does seem to be 
gain, it is generally counterbalanced, or 
overbalanced, by some unsuspected loss. 

Not everyone believes that. Some be- 
lieve that strife pays, even when it is 
accompanied by violence, There have 


15:1, 18; 22:24-25; 25:18, 21-22; 
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26:20-21; Matthew 


always been individuals ready to take 
what they want, by force if necessary. 
Recently there has developed a cult of 
violence, maintained by influential 
thinkers, and approved by bodies of 
men, and finding its widest vogue in 
Fascism and in Communism. Violence 
is justified as a means to an end. The 
philosophy of violence is gaining ad- 
herents among other groups, and 
throughout the world. 

Do not envy the prosperity of evil 
doers, is the advice of the Wise man. 
“This caution,’ says Matthew Henry, 
“is the same with that which is so much 
insisted on in Ps. 37, ‘Envy not the op- 
pressor,’ though he be rich and great, 
though he live in ease and pleasure, and 
make all about him to stand in awe of 
him, yet do not think him a happy man, 
nor wish thyself in his condition. 
‘Choose none of his ways’—do not imi- 
tate him, nor take the courses he takes 
to enrich himself. Never think of do- 
ing as he does, though thou wert sure 
to get by it all that he has, for it would 
be dearly bought.”’ 

Last fall, The Daily Bruin, student 
publication of the University of Cali- 
fornia, published an article by Douglas 
Haley, aged 22, recently of the Army 
Air Force, which stated: ‘“‘The educa- 
tional system of America is failing the 
youth of America. It is fashioning 
sparrows and pushing them out to com- 
pete with hawks. Why on earth should 
we be taught this foolishness about 
honesty, truth, and fair play. . . . Let 
us get up petitions to remove these 
namby-pamby professors, stumbling on 
their White Horse, Truth, and get some 
good hardheaded business men in our 
colleges to teach us what we have to 
know to become a success.”’ The writer 
may have been ironic but in a postwar 
world this philosophy is always more 
appealing. And home, and church, and 
school must seek more earnestly to in- 
culeate the wisdom of this particular 
proverb. 


2. Avoid Anger, 15:18; 22:24-25; 15:1. 


There are many reasons why we 
should avoid anger. For one thing be- 
cause it interferes with our digestion, 
and raises our blood pressure and, ac- 
cording to a recent medical announce- 
ment, causes colds; or, to approach it 
from another angle, because it leads to 
hasty words and hasty actions, which we 
may long regret, 
never undo. 

Prov. 15:18 points out that a wrath- 


but which we can- 
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ful man stirs up contention, where it 
might have been avoided, or where it 
might have died an early death. We 
can see it in the home—an angry word 
by the father or the mother, or by a 
brother or a sister arouses resentment, 
stirs resistance, makes it more difficult 
to reach a reasonable conclusion. We 
see it in the halls of Congress, where 
not all of our representatives have 
learned to control their tempers, and 
where anger arouses resentments which 
influence the affairs of state. Blessed 
is that man in the home, or in the office, 
or in political life who is able to pour 
oil on troubled waters because he has 
learned to control his temper. 

Prov, 22:24-25 advises us to make no 
friendship with a man who is given to 
anger. Why? Probably as Douglass 
says, because ‘‘one easily becomes like 
one’s associates.’”’ Or as Matthew Henry 
put it, “It is a law of friendship 
that we accomodate ourselves to our 
friends.” It may be because a man who 
has not learned to control his temper 
will sooner or later lose his temper with 
us, and no hurt is more deep than that 
which comes through erstwhile friends. 

It is impossible however to avoid 
angry people. It flares up in families, 
we encounter it in the course of our 
day’s work, or even on the golf course. 
What shall we do when we have to deal 
with a man who has lost his temper? 
Perhaps no general rule can be given 
that will cover every case, put the wis- 
dom of Prov. 15:1 has been generally 
recognized; it is one that every one of 
us needs to learn and to practice. In 
the American Translation it is rendered 
thus: “A gentle answer turns away 
wrath, but harsh words stir up anger.” 

As William Arnot hag _ written: 
“There is an instrument for ‘receiving 
anger on, so as to make it harmlessly 
spend its force, like lightning led by a 
conducting rod into the ground; and 
even if there be a rebound at first, the 
force gradually melts away like a dying 
echo from a sitgle sound. That patent 
shield for warding off the sharp strokes 
of wrath is ‘a soft answer,’ the most im- 
portant practical rule for our guidance 
under provocation is to consider not 
how hard a blow we can deal in return 
consistently with the character for 
Christian meekness, but how far we can 
yield without being faithless to truth 
and to God. When all rules fail to reach 
the case, let us have recourse to the 
great Example.” (Laws from Heaven 
for Life on Earth.) 

It is unfortunate that most of us so 
often follow the opposite course, It is 
our bitter word, our cutting word, our 
hasty word that stirs up anger. 


3. Avoid False Witness, 25:18. 


This is a most important rule of har- 
monious living, 

A man who bears false witness is a 
maul, a sword, and a sharp arrow. A 
maul seems to be an instrument for 
crushing, a club shod with iron, a war 
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club. Some men, by word and pen, beat 
their victims over the head with their 
untruths, or with their half-truths 
(even in the church); they seek to 
crush an individual, or to destroy an 
organization, an organization it may be 
like the Federal Council of Churches, 
which represents cooperative Chris- 
tianity, and which has been built up 
slowly through the years. Or the lie 
may be a sword wielded close at hand, 
which cuts one to the heart. Or like an 
arrow, which is shot at a distance. 

There are some who deliberately bear 
false witness to accomplish their aim. 
We know that nations and corporations 
and labor leaders and politicians and 
the advertisers of many national pro- 
ducts spread reports and make state- 
ments which are known to be untrue. 
There are more we can be sure who do 
not deliberately tell untruths, but who 
are careless of the truth, who jump to 
hasty conclusions, who believe what 
they want to believe. It is sad, nay 
more, it is tragic to see men so care- 
less of the truth even in ecclesiastical 
circles, bearing their false witness 
against sister denominations, and 
against honored leaders of the ecumeni- 
cal church. And this leads to a fourth 
injunction. If we are to promote har- 
monious living, we must 


4. Avoid Irresponsible Gossip, 26:20-21. 


According to A. R. Fausset, a whis- 
perer “secretly traduces his neighbor, 
makes statements which either he or 
someone else has invented, reveals what 
ought not to be told, tells it to some- 
one to whom especially he ought not, 
and repeats words in a different sense 
from that in which they were originally 
spoken.”’ The damage which such whis- 
perers da,cannot be gainsaid. And they 
are found in many areas of life. If we 
think for a moment, it may be that our 
own conscience will convict us. 

Prov. 26:20-21 deals with the bear- 
ing of whispering, or irresponsible 
gossip, on the matter of strife. 


‘“‘Where there is no wood, a fire goes 


out, 
And where is no whisperer, a quarrel 
dies down. 


As charcoal to embers, and wood to fire, 
Is a quarrelsome man to set strife in a 
blaze.’’-—American Translation. 


So often it.is the whisperer who pro- 
vides the fuel on which a quarrel feeds 
and grows, ‘‘We must not give ear to 
tale-bearers, says Matthew Henry, for 
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they feed the fire of contention with 
fuel; nay they spread it with com- 
bustible matter; the tales they carry are 
fireballs; they who, by insinuating base 
characters, revealing secrets, and mis- 
representing words and actions. do what 
they can to make relations, friends, and 
neighbors jealous one of another, to 
alienate them one from another, and 
sow discord among them, are to be 
banished out of families and all socie- 
ties and then strife will surely cease, as 
the fire will go out when it has no fuel; 
the contenders will better understand 
one another, and come to a better tem- 
per; old stories will soon be forgotten, 
when there are no new ones told to 
keep up the remembrance of them, and 
both sides will see how they have been 
imposed upon by a common enemy. 
Whisperers and backbiters are incen- 
diaries not to be guffered.”’ 

Unfortunately whispering is a fault 
we readily detect in others, but not in 
ourselves, 

Our lesson takes a long stride for- 
ward when it adds 


5. Return Good for Evil, 25:21-22. 


“If thine enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat, and if he be thirsty give 
him water to drink.” Bread and water 
are named as the simplest and readiest 
refreshment, and to illustrate a principle 
that we are to return good for evil. Ac- 
cording to this proverb we are to fol- 
low this course of action for two 
reasons. First, because in so doing we 
shall heap coals of fire upon our 
enemy’s head, and second, because God 
will bless us. This second reason is the 
one which should prevail with religious 
men, but the first, the practical, hu- 
manistic reason is not to be ignored. 
The coals of fire are based on the figure 
of the smelting of minerals. They sug- 
gest not the pain of punishment .to the 
guilty but the benefit of getting his hard 
heart softened and the dross removed 
from his character. Love poured out 
in return for hatred will be what the 
burning coals are to the ore; it will melt 
and purify. . . . It is the business of 
Christians to pile forgiveness over in- 
juries, layer upon layer, with an object 
as directly and substantially utilitarian 
as that which the miner pursues.”’ ( Wil- 
liam Arnot) 

There may be some people who will 
remain obdurate in spite of such treat- 
ment, but there are not many. It works 
not only in individual relations but also 
in social relations, At the beginning of 
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the present century the idea prevailed 
that a prison was a purely punitive in- 
stitution. The experience of Lewis §, 
Lawes, who for 23 years was warden 
of Sing Sing has made it clear that 
prisons may become corrective institu- 
tions where prisoners are given a chance 
to straighten out and adjust themselves 
to society after their release. When 
Warden Lawes died last spring the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch commented: 
“Lawes took the Christian religion 
seriously. He looked upon prisoners as 
men who, by proper treatment, could 
be reclaimed. He knew from his early 
experience as a prison guard that brutal 
treatment of prisoners will turn them 
into predatory brutes, anti-social and 
bitter. ... Many a crook who has gone 
straight because of the Christian ex- 
ample set by Warden Lawes will mourn 
the death of ‘a square guy,’ a man who 
believed that the Golden Rule is no good 
whatever unless it is practised even in 
dealing with the ‘enemies of society.’ 
Will it work in international affairs? 
Turn back and read Reinhold Niebuhr’s 
article on “Two Ways with the Van- 
quished” in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK of August 11. Differing re- 
sults in Japan and Germany prove that 
‘“‘we are bound too closely together in 
this bundle of life to make vengeance 
a wise policy, even from the standpoint 
of self-interest.” 


6. Strive for Peace, Mt. 5:9. 


It is not enough to be peace lovers, 
or peace wishers, unless we also become 
peace makers; unless we strive actively 
to make peace in the home, in the 
church, in the state, and among the 
family of nations. We are most con- 
cerned today about international peace. 
We can make our influence felt even 
here. But it might be wise for us to 
begin in the circles which are nearest 
at hand. 


7. Seek the Wisdom That Is from 
Above, James 3:17. 


The verse from James summarizes all 
that has gone before, and makes it clear 
that the kind of life which is set forth 
in these verses is not one which is na- 
turally lived by unregenerated human- 


ity. There is a wisdom which is of this ~ 


world and which would scoff at the 
ideals set forth in the Scriptures. We 
see the results of this kind of wisdom 
all about us today. The passages of 
Scripture which we have studied, says 
Dr. Douglass, lead logically to this con- 
clusion—that the only adequate basis 
for a good life is sound religion. If we 
are willing to learn from Christ, if we 
will open our hearts to his Spirit, we 
shall have that true wisdom which is 
“first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without uncertainty or insincerity. And 
the harvest of righteousness,’ James 
adds, ‘“‘is sown in peace by those who 
make peace.” (Revised Standard Ver- 
sion—vss. 17 and 18.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


STOP LOOKING AND LISTEN. By 
Chad Walsh. Harper & Bros., New York. 
108 pages. $1.25. 


This book is worth reading. The 
author, an English professor at Beloit 
College, was won from avowed agnos- 
ticism by ‘‘the combined influence of 
C. S. Lewis, Reinhold Niebuhr, and G. K. 
Chesterton.” There are traces of all 
three mentors in this setting forth of 
Professor Walsh’s newly found faith. 

The writer is at his best in his criti- 
cism of “Secular Optimism,’ which is 
his characterization of the current 
popular philosophy, whose apostles, like 
John Dewey and the late H. G. Wells, 
are mostly old men fighting ‘‘a forlorn 
rear-guard action.’’ It is the decay of 
this faith in the twin gods of Science 
and Progress that furnishes the oc- 
casion for this restatement of the 
philosophy of Christianity in an Atomic 
Age setting. The three chapters de- 
voted to describing the theological fun- 
damentals of Christianity reveal, in gen- 
eral, a sane and wholesome orthodoxy. 
If there is the slightest tinge of 
mediaevalism in spots, the influence of 
Lewis and Chesterton explains it. And 
the treatment of ‘“‘Neo-Christianity”’ is 
brilliant. 

The author’s treatment of ‘“Chris- 
tianity and Society” appears at times 
dogmatic and over-simplified, but here, 
too, are many stimulating and helpful 
paragraphs. The book is written in a 
lucid and beautiful prose, and never 
loses the tone of devotional elevation 
and reverent enthusiasm. 





B. F. HALL. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


THE QUEST FOR INNER PEACE. 
By William E. Park. The Macmillan 
Co., New York. 206 pages. $2.50. 


Capturing in the title the current 
hunger for peace’ of mind, this book 
is not intended as a guide to true peace 
or a manual. Rather it is a series of 
sermons preached by the young presi- 
dent of the Northfield Schools, presum- 
ably to his students. The contents are 
life-centered and abound both with il- 
lustrations from his wide reading and 
with a generous use of the first per- 
sonal pronoun. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


To this reader the chief characteris- 
tic of the book is its low voltage: one 
wonders if the sermons were preached 
sitting down. There is throughout a 
welcome lack of strident, discordant 
‘tension. And in this respect the title 
of the book is apt. But there is not 
prominent much of the “recovery of 
urgency,’”’ which we are told is a chief 
characteristic of the New Reformation 
coming upon us. 

One ballmark of good preaching by 
the young to the young is present in 
these sermons. This quality is a form 
of self-denial by the preacher, refusal 
to speak in sweeping generalizations: 
“We are living in an age when... .,” 
“the trouble with our modern world 
is . . .” Nor is there reference to 
“sin-cursed” or ‘‘war-torn’’ worlds. In 
other words, this preacher may have 
preached sitting down: but he did not 
preach with broken crutches. 

CHARLES M. PRATT. 
Columbia, Mo. 


GERMANY’S UNDERGROUND. By 
Allen Welsh Dulles. The Macmillan 
Company, New York, 1947. 207 pages. 
$3.00. ; 


The main value of this book is its 
documentary proof that there actually 
was such a thing as an anti-Nazi under- 
ground working in Germany during the 
Hitler regime. The author has studied 
the facts carefully and the story he tells 
is a fascinating one. Connected with 
the Office of Strategic Services in Swit- 
zerland from 1942 where he had con- 
tacts with the underground, and later 
as head of the OSS Mission to Germany 
where he had access to valuable docu- 
ments, he is well qualified to tell the 
story of the plot that almost—but not 
quite—brought an end to Hitler in July 
1944. Of particular interest is the part 
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Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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played by church leaders in the opposi- 
tien to Nazism, and the pointed com- 
ment by the author: ‘‘Why they did not 
do more to undermine the anti-Christian 
Hitler regime and why, even in Chris- 
tian circles, there was vacillation over 
Nazism in the early days, are questions 
which the German churches would do 
well to ponder today.”’ 
J. MALCOLM MURCHISON. 
Crowley, La. 
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$5.000-90 


FOR BEST SERMONS 


A nationwide preaching program and 
sermon contest is scheduled by Spirit- 
ual Mobilization, Inc., to be held on 
Columbus Day, October 12. It is 
planned that 25,000 pastors will preach 
that Sunday morning on “Perils to 
Freedom” and manuscripts submitted 
prior to that date may qualify for prizes 
totaling $5,000. 

The judges committee is composed of 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, Dr. Robert 
Sproul, and Dr. Alfred Noyes. These 
men will determine the winning ser- 
mons. 

Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade be- 
ing expanded by 11,000 ministers of 
churches who believe Freedom is in 
peril in America and in the world, and 
who feel it the bounden duty of fol- 
lowers of Jesus to champion it against 
communism, fascism, or any stateism. 
All ministers in every denomination are 
invited to participate in the program 
of Spiritual Mobilization. Address your 
sermon manuscripts or your inquiries 
to Spiritual Mobilization, Inc., 411 West 
Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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